MODJESKA

characterizing all his later work. In 1918 in
Paris he held virtually his first one-man show,
which included some very frank nudes; the
exhibition was closed for indecency on the
first day. It was only after his death from
tuberculosis that Modigliani obtained recog-
nition and the prices of his paintings soared.
See study by C. Roy (1958;, and a Life by
his daughter Jeanne (trans. E. R. Clifford,
1959).

MODJESKA, Helena (1844-1909), Polish
actress, born in Cracow, began to act in 1861,
made a great name at Cracow in 1865, and
1868-76 was the first actress of Warsaw.
After learning English, however, she achieved
her greatest triumphs in the United States and
in Great Britain, in such roles as Juliet,
Rosalind, Beatrice, and in the Dame aux
camelias. See her Memories and Impressions
(N.Y. 1910) and Lives by M. Collins (18S3)
and A. Gronowicz (1959).

MOE, Jorgen (1813-82).   See ASBJORNSEN.

MOEJRAN, Edward James (1895-1950),
English composer, born in Middlesex, studied
at the Royal College of Music and, after
service in the first World War, under John
Ireland. He first emerged as a composer in
1923, but left London to live in Herefordshire,
where he worked prolifically in all forms. As
well as a large number of songs, Moeran
composed a symphony and concertos for
violin, piano and 'cello.

MOFJFAT, Robert (1795-1883), Scottish
missionary, born at Ormiston, East Lothian,
turned from gardening to the mission field in
1815. Arriving at Capetown in January
1817, he began his labours (1818) in Great
Namaquala.nd. He finally settled at Kuru-
man (1826-70) in Bechuanaland, which soon
became, through his efforts, a centre of
Christianity and civilization. He printed
both New (1840) and Old (1857) Testaments
in Sechwana and published Labours and
Scenes in South Africa (1842). Livingstone
married his daughter. See Lives by J. S.
Moffat (1885), E. W. Smith (1925), J. C. W.
Holt (1955).

MOFFATT, James (1870-1944), Scottish
theologian, was born in Glasgow and or-
dained a minister of the United Free Church
of Scotland in 1896. He held professorships
at Mansfield College, Oxford (1911-14), at
the United Free Church College, Glasgow,
(1914-27) and at the Union Theological
Seminary New York (1927-39). His most
famous work is the translation of the Bible
into modern English. His New Testament
was published in 1913 and his Old Testament
in 1924. He also wrote theological works,
including Presbyterianism (1928).

MOGRIDGE, George (1787-1854), English
miscellaneous writer, born at Ashted near
Birmingham, failed in business and took to
writing. Author of many children's books,
religious tracts and ballads, he wrote under
various pseudonyms including * Old Hum-
phrey * and ' Peter Parley 5 (also used by other
writers). See Life by C. Williams (1856),
A. R. Buckland (in John Strong 1904).

'MOHAMMED or Mahomet, western forms
of Arabic Muhammad, * praised " (570-632),
born at Mecca, the son of Abdallah, a poor
merchant (though of the powerful tribe of
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the Koreish), who died soon after the child's
birth; the mother died when he was six years
old, and the boy was brought up by his
uncle, Abu Tahb. For a time he gained a
scanty livelihood by tending sheep; but in his
twenty-fifth year he entered the service of a
rich widow, named Kfaadija, v,ho, fifteen
years his senior, by-and-by offered him her
hand, and, a faithful wife, bore him t\\o sons
(who died early) and four daughters.
Mohammed continued his merchant's trade
at Mecca, but spent most of his time in
solitary contemplations. Just beforeMoham-
med's time some earnest men in the Hedjaz
denounced the futility of the ancient pagan
creed, and preached the unity of God; and
many, roused by their words, turned either to
Judaism or to Christianity. Mohammed felt
moved 10 teach a new faith, which should
dispense equally with idolatry, narrow
Judaism and corrupt Christianity. He was
forty years of age when, at the mountain
Hira near Mecca, Gabriel appeared to hims
and in the name of God commanded him to
preach the true religion. His poetical mind
had been profoundly impressed with the
doctrine of the unity of God and the moral
teaching of the Old Testament, as well as
with the legends of the Midrash. His whole
knowledge of Christianity was confined to a
few apocryphal books, and with ail his deep
reverence for Jesus, whom he calls the
greatest prophet next to himself, his notions
of the Christian religion were vague. His
first revelation he communicated to no one
but his wife, daughters, stepson and one
friend, Abu Bekr. In the fourth year of his
mission, however, he had made forty prose-
lytes, chiefly slaves and very humble people;
and now some verses were revealed to him,
commanding him to come forward publicly as
a preacher. He inveighed against the super-
stition of the Meccans, and exhorted them
to a pious and moral life, and to the belief in
an all-mighty, all-wise, everlasting, indivisible,
all-just but merciful God, who had chosen
him as he had chosen the prophets of the
Bible before him, so to teach mankind that
they should escape the punishments of hell
and inherit everlasting life. God's mercy
was principally to be obtained by prayer,
fasting and almsgiving. The Kaaba and the
pilgrimage were recognized, by the new creed.
The prohibition of certain kinds of food
belongs to this first period, when Mohammed
was under the influence of Judaism; the
prohibition of gambling, usury and wine
came after the Hegira. Mis earliest Koranic
dicta, written down by amanuenses, consisted
of brief, rhymed sentences, and for a time the
Meccans considered him a common * poet *
or ' soothsayer % perhaps not in his right
senses. Gradually, however, fearing for the
sacredness of Mecca, they rose in fierce
opposition against the new prophet and
his growing adherents. Mohammed's faith-
ful wife Khadija died, and his uncle and
protector, Abu Talib; and lie was reduced to
utter poverty. An emigration to Taif proved
a failure; he barely escaped with his life.
About this time he converted some pilgrims
from Medina. The next pilgrimage brought
twelve, and trie third more than seventy